History of our Founding
It was in the early part of the year 1954 that James Fisher, one of the established square dance callers in the Toronto area, conceived the idea of forming an or​ganization to preserve and promote traditional olde tyme dancing so that it would still have a place in our community life and that many more of our peo​ple could enjoy this relaxing recreation of our fore​fathers.

With this in mind, invitations were sent to old time callers to meet at the residence of James Fisher in March, 1954. Seventeen callers were present at this meeting and plans were made to form an association. Further meetings were held and the organization be​came known as the Canadian Olde Tyme Square Dance Callers Association. The first officers were James Fisher, President, Alex Boustead, Treasurer and Murray Mor​ris, Secretary with a total of twenty‑one charter mem​bers.

The Association now formed, a constitution was written and crest adopted, having as its main part a cut taken from a picture featuring an orchestra and caller.

With the organization work completed it was time to advertise the Canadian Olde Tyme Square Dance Callers Association, so a public dance was held in Perth Avenue Public School. To this dance were in​vited callers from many places‑Oshawa, Port Hope, Belgrave, Severn, Gait, Wingham, etc. and as each and every caller prompted, chanted or sang his call the four hundred enthusiastic square dancers tapped their toes and clicked their heels as they danced to the old tunes and calls of the days of the pioneers. This first dance of the Association was to be followed by two each year‑a Spring Dance and a Fall Dance.

The election of officers for 1955 returned James Fisher as President and justly so, as be had given his time freely and worked unceasingly to further the work of the Association which is to promote the traditional dances, with ties and roots reaching back to our fore​fathers, along with the best of the new ones.

So let us dance and work together in sponsoring our Canadian dances of relaxing beauty, fun and en​joyment. To this goal our Presidents ‑James Fisher, Tom Wight, Jack Hayes, James Kennedy and Alex Mul​ligan ‑ have worked.

Let us share the finer things of life, our fine Cana​dian dances, so we can all say‑"Square Dancing Is Fun!"

Alex Mulligan, President

James Leybourne, 1st Vice‑President 

Bert Everett, 2nd Vice‑President

Alex Boustead, Treasurer

Norm Anderson, Secretary

Here are some links to Square Dance history and sounds from Quebec –https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uLC0hsERp7w Wilson's Westernaires - Live at Herdman Hall - 1965: An Archival Tribute. This sounds great. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ly9tG1TiRBE&t=613s 
https://adifferenttune.blog/2020/05/19/john-and-connie-wilson-fiddle-and-piano-music-from-the-chateauguay-valley/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXcL82w4XMg
