Can she excuse my wrongs with vertues cloake
from The First Booke of Songs or Ayres, 1597

John Dowland (1563-1626)
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Can she excuse my wrongs, page 2
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Was | so base that | might not aspire

Vnto those high ioys which she houlds from me.
Asthey are high so high ismy desire,

If she this deny, what can granted be.

If she will yeeld to that which reason is,
Itisreasonswill that love should beiust.
Deare make me happie still by granting this,
Or cut of delaysif that dye | must.

Better athousand timesto dye
Then for to liue thus still tormented,
Deare but remember it was |

Who for thy sake did dye contented.

John Dowland: Heavenly Touch, page 9



